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some of the main staples of agricultural produce,
and even on articles of Indian manufacture, would
have been imposed or maintained. If such a Depart-
ment had existed, it would never have tolerated the
continuance of duties such as those which are still
levied on sugar from the North-Western Provinces
across the Inland Customs line. These duties are
transit duties of the worst description, levied on one
of the most important articles of agricultural produce
in Northern India.

'Such a Department/ he continued, * would not
only deal with questions of commercial taxation, but
with all branches of the statistics of trade, both ex-
tfernal and internal; the development of our growing
branches of manufacturing industry, the law of patents,
the mineral resources of the country, questions relating
to the census and to emigration, and all other kindred
subjects connected with the development of the mate-
rial resources of India/ It would also do something,
he hoped, towards ' the establishment of a suitable
system of industrial education/ by the encouragement
of popular treatises in the vernaculars ' on industrial
subjects, and their dissemination among the artisan
classes/ He pointed out that the area dealt with by
the Board of Trade in England had hitherto received
no adequate attention in India. * The experience of
the English .Board of Trade/ he concludes, * would
supply information for placing the operations of an
Indian Commercial Department on a satisfactory
footing/

The primary functions of the new Department